Ode to Dali
It’s no secret that the restaurant business in Dallas is vibrant but tough.  Dallas leads the nation for annual start-ups but also for failures.  So it is not uncommon that last year’s dining darling in Dallas, is this year’s fading memory.  But every once in a while there comes along a dining experience that is so well-conceived and well-executed, so magical, that it should be considered “too special to fail.”  Such is the case with Dali Wine Bar and Cellar in One Arts Plaza downtown.

Inspired by the owner-manager Paul Pinnell, restaurateur and wine aficionado par excellence, with Chef Joel Harloff providing outstanding world-class cuisine, Dali was a place where you could drop in – before or after the opera, play or symphony, or any other night – be greeted by name by the waitstaff, order a special bottle of wine from this country or around the world, and talk and eat for hours over the signature grilled Berkshire Pork Chop, one of Joel’s original salads, or a plate of tasty cheeses, pate’ and assorted antipasto.  Moreover, Dali was the place where you might run into Dallas’ literati and power brokers or the sommeliers and chefs from area A list restaurants, where you might run into an old friend you hadn’t seen in years or meet new friends sitting at the next table, or where you might happen to be sitting at the bar next to cast members from the latest international show to come into town.  When has Dallas ever had a place that was this special, this unique, this endearing in a city that for so long has been only about business?
More than all of that, Dali was our “Cheers,” the tv-icon bar we all watched with anticipation three decades ago as we laughed and cried with the regulars and the high- and low-points of their lives.  For the last two years, many of us ecstatically embraced Dali as our own “Cheers.”  
The news of last Thursday’s closing of Dali took all of us by surprise.  Words and tears cannot express how much we will miss Dali, with Paul Pinnell, ever at the door inviting everyone in and making us all feel as though we were each the most important person in the house that night, making introductions among tables and in that way ensuring that no one left without a new friend and someone else to look for the next time they showed up.  No doubt, Paul will resurface with another exciting concept and will once again dazzle with his personal and professional magic.  But I can’t imagine that we will find another Dali in Dallas.  Goodbye, Dali!  We hate to see you go!
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